
MONDAY OF MYRRH-BEARERS WEEK 
May 4, 2020 • Sixteenth day of Paschaltide 

 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

Canticle 
 

et us rise early at the break of dawn and offer a hymn instead of myrrh to the Master. And let us behold Christ 
the Son of righteousness Who causeth life to rise for all. 

 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death,  
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. 

 
 

 
AT MORNING PRAYER 

 

from the Pentecostarion, at Orthros 
 

ot having hindered the stone of the tomb from being sealed, Thou, on Thine arising, hast granted the rock of 
faith unto all. O Lord, glory be to Thee. 

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

ine iniquities are risen up against me like the waves of the sea; like a ship in the deep, I alone am storm-tossed 
by many failings; but do Thou guide me into a calm haven, O Lord, by means of repentance, and save me. 

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

ary Magdalene and the other Mary came unto the tomb, seeking the Lord. And they beheld an Angel as though 
he were lightning, sitting upon the stone, and saying unto them: Why seek ye the Living among the dead? He 

is risen as He said; ye shall find Him in Galilee. Let us cry unto Him: O Thou Who didst arise from the dead, Lord, 
glory be to Thee. 

 

AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

from the Pentecostarion, at Vespers 
 

ailing to the Cross the handwriting that was against us, Christ our Saviour hath blotted it out, and hath destroyed 
the dominion of Death. We worship His arising on the third day. 

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

he Myrrh-bearers rose up early, and coming with haste unto Thy tomb, they sought Thee, O Christ, that they 
might anoint Thine immaculate Body. And being instructed by the Angel’s words, they preached to the Apostles 

the tokens of joy: that the Author of our salvation is risen, having despoiled Death and granting the world everlasting 
and great mercy. 
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

o us hath this festival appeared of the godly Myrrh-bearing women and hallowed Joseph the just as some second 
Paradise offering a fount of life. It doth rain on the world entire great showers of graces, overflowing with the 

streams of the Arising of Christ. All the gathered faithful now keep feast, shouting: Glory be to the Giver of His 
Resurrection unto all the world.  
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WISDOM OF THE HOLY FATHERS 
 

JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
Archbishop of Constantinople  

†407 
~ from a homily on First Corinthians ~ 

 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. 
–1 Corinthians 13:7-8 

 

HE HOLY APOSTLE PAUL says, Love bears all things–through her long-suffering and through her goodness–whether 
they be burdensome, or grievous, or insults, or stripes, or death, or whatsoever else. One can see that love bears all 

things from the case of blessed David, when his son Absalom rebelled against him and was killed. For what could be 
more intolerable than to see a son rising up against him, and aiming at the usurpation, and thirsting for a father’s 
blood? Yet this did that blessed one endure, nor even so could he bear to throw out one bitter expression against his 
would-be assassin; but even when he left the matter to his captains, he gave a strong injunction respecting his son’s 
safety. For strong was the foundation of his love. Wherefore, love bears all things: 
 

Hushai came, and he said to the king, “There is good news, my lord the king! For the Lord avenged you today, and on all those who rose 
against you.” And the king said to Hushai, “Is the young man Absalom safe?” So Hushai answered, “May the enemies of my lord the 
king, and all who rise against you to do harm, be like that young man!” The king was deeply troubled, and went up to the chamber over 
the gate and wept. And thus he said as he went, “My son Absalom, my son. My son Absalom–why your death instead of mine; I, instead 
of you?! Absalom my son, my son!” Joab was told, “Behold, the king is weeping and mourning for Absalom.” So, the deliverance of that 
day was turned into mourning for all the people. For that day, the people heard it said, “The king is grieving for his son.” The king covered 
his face and cried out with a loud voice, “My son Absalom! Absalom, my son!” (2 Kings 18:31-19:5 LXX) 
 

Now, the Apostle intimates the power of love by what follows: love believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
What does he mean by hopes all things? Love does not despair of the beloved, but even though he is worthless, love 
continues to correct, to provide, and to care for him. Believes all things. Love does not merely hope, Paul is saying, but 
also believes, out of its great affection. And even if these good things should not turn out according to its hope, but the 
other person should prove yet more intolerable, love bears even these. For, the Apostle says love endures all things. 
 

Love never ends. Love is not severed and is not dissolved by endurance. Love puts up with everything: whatever happens, 
he who loves can never hate. This, then, is the greatest of love’s excellences. St. Paul was such a person. To Timothy 
he gave a charge, saying, The Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kindly to everyone, an apt teacher, forbearing, correcting his 
opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant that they will repent and come to know the truth. (2 Timothy 2:24-25) Someone 
may say, ‘What if they are my enemies or heathens, should I hate them?’ One must not hate them, but rather their 
doctrine: not the man, but the wicked conduct, the corrupt mind. For the man is God’s work, but the deceit is the 
devil’s work. Do not confuse the things of God and the things of the devil. Since the Jews were both blasphemers 
and persecutors and injurious, and spoke ten thousand evil things of Christ, did Paul hate them, he who of all men 
most loved Christ? In no way! He loved them and did everything for their sakes. One time he said, Brethren, my heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved; (Romans 10:1) and at another, For I could wish that I myself were accursed 
and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brethren, my kinsmen. (Romans 9:3)  
 

What does Christ say? We must not hate, but pity. Since if we hate, how will we convert the person that is in error? 
Hear what Paul says: I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all men; (1 Timothy 2:1) and 
then he adds, This is good, and it is acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, Who desires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. (1 Timothy 2:1,3) If you hate ungodly and lawless men, you shall go on to hate also sinners; and 
thus, you will be broken off from your brethren, even from all; for there is not one, no, not one, without sin. For if it 
were our duty to hate the enemies of God, then we would not hate the ungodly only, but also sinners; and thus, we 
would be worse than wild beasts, shunning all, and puffed up with pride, even as that Pharisee. But, what did Paul 
command us? Admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all. (1 Thessalonians 5:14) 
 

What, then, does he mean when he says, If anyone refuses to obey what we say in this letter, note that man, and have nothing to do 
with him, that he may be ashamed? (2 Thessalonians 3:14) In the first place, he says this of the brethren, however not without 
limitation, but with gentleness. Do not cut off what follows in the next clause. Having said have nothing to do with him, 
he added, Do not look on him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother. Do you see how he bids us to hate the deed that is 
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evil, and not the man? For indeed it is the work of the devil to tear us asunder from one another, and he has always 
used great diligence to take away love so that he may cut off the way of correction, and may keep us in error and in 
enmity, and thus block up the way of salvation. For when both the physician hates the sick man and flies from him, 
and the sick man turns away from the physician, when will the ill person be restored, seeing that neither the one will 
call in the other’s aid, nor will the other go to him?  
 

Tell me, do you ever turn away from your brother and avoid him because he is ungodly? Truly, for this cause you 
ought to welcome and attend to him, that you may raise him up in his sickness. But if he is incurably sick, still you 
have been called to do your part. Judas was incurably diseased, yet God did not cease attending to him. Therefore, do 
not grow weary. For even if after much labor you fail to deliver him from his ungodliness, yet shall you receive the 
deliverer’s reward, and will cause him to wonder at your gentleness, and so all this praise will pass on to God.  
 

Since love is the craftsman of all virtue, let us with all exactness implant her in our own souls, that she may produce 
for us many blessings, and that we may have her fruit continually abounding, the fruit which is ever fresh and never 
decays. For thus shall we obtain no less than eternal blessings: which may we all obtain, through the grace and mercy 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, with Whom to the Father, and also the Holy Spirit, be glory, power, and honor, now and 
forever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 
 
 
 

CLEMENT OF ROME 
Pope & Hieromartyr 

†99 
~ from his epistle to the Corinthians ~ 

 

RETHREN, from generation to generation, the Lord has granted a place of repentance to all who would be 
converted unto Him. Noah preached repentance, and as many as listened to him were saved. Jonah proclaimed 

destruction to the Ninevites, but they, repenting of their sins, appeased God by prayer, and obtained salvation, 
although they were aliens to the covenant of God. 
 

The ministers of the grace of God have, by the Holy Spirit, spoken of repentance; and the Lord of all things has 
Himself declared with an oath regarding it: As I live, thus saith the Lord, I desire not the death of the ungodly, as that the ungodly 
should turn from his way and live. (Ezekiel 33:11) He also declares: O house of Israel, be converted, and turn from all your ungodliness. 
(Ezekiel 18:30) And in another place He speaks thus: Wash you, be clean; remove your iniquities from your souls before Mine 
eyes; cease from your iniquities; learn to do good; diligently seek judgment, deliver him that is suffering wrong, plead for the orphan, and 
obtain justice for the widow. And come, let us reason together, saith the Lord, and though your sins be as crimson, I will make them white 
as snow; and though they be as scarlet, I will make them white as wool. And if ye be willing, and hearken to Me, ye shall eat the good of 
the land; but if ye be not willing, nor hearken to Me, a sword shall devour you; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken this.(Isaiah 1:16-
20) Desiring, therefore, that all His beloved should be partakers of repentance, He has, by His almighty will, 
established these declarations. 
 

Therefore, let us yield obedience to His excellent and glorious will; and imploring His mercy and loving-kindness, 
while we forsake all fruitless labors, and strife, and envy, which leads to death, let us turn and have recourse to His 
compassions. 
 

Let us, brethren, be of humble mind, laying aside all haughtiness, and pride, and foolishness, and angry feelings; and 
let us act according to that which is written, for the Holy Spirit says: Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might, neither let the rich man glory in his riches; but he who glories, let him glory in the Lord. (Jeremiah 9:23,24 
& 1 Corinthians 1:31) Let us diligently seek Him and do perform deeds of justice and righteousness, being especially 
mindful of the words of the Lord Jesus which He spoke, teaching us meekness and long-suffering. For thus He said: 
Be ye merciful, that ye may obtain mercy; forgive, that it may be forgiven to you; as ye do, so shall it be done unto you; as ye judge, so shall 
ye be judged; as ye are kind, so shall kindness be shown to you; with what measure ye mete, with the same it shall be measured to you. (Cf. 
Matthew 5:7; 6:12-15; 7:2; & Luke 6:36-38) By this precept and by these rules let us establish ourselves, that we may 
walk with all humility in obedience to His holy words. For the Scripture says: On whom shall I look, but on him that is 
meek and peaceable, and that trembleth at My words? (Isaiah 66:2) 
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The humility and godly submission of great and illustrious men have rendered not only us, but also all the generations 
before us, better; even as many as have received His teaching in fear and truth. Wherefore, having many great and 
glorious examples set before us, let us turn again to the practice of that peace which from the beginning was the mark 
set before us; and let us look steadfastly to the Father and Creator of the universe, and cleave to His mighty and 
surpassingly great gifts and benefactions of peace. Let us contemplate Him with our understanding, and look with the 
eyes of our soul to His long-suffering will. Let us reflect how free from wrath He is towards all His creation. Amen. 
 

[Last year, we offered several excerpts from St. Clement’s epistle to the Corinthians in the Vespers and Orthros bulletins. This excerpt 
is offered again for the edification of the wider parish community.] 

 
 


