
MONDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN 
May 18, 2020 • Thirtieth day of Paschaltide 

 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

Canticle 
 

et us cleanse our senses that we may behold Christ, Who gleams like lightning in the unapproachable light of the 
Resurrection.  And we shall clearly hear Him say ‘Rejoice!’ as we sing the hymn of victory. 

 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death,  
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. 

 
 

 
AT MORNING PRAYER 

 

from the Pentecostarion, at Orthros 
 

o Thou visit my lowly soul, O Lord, which hath wasted its whole life in sins; and even as Thou didst receive the 
harlot, receive me also, and save me. 

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

eholding the entrance to the grave, and unable to bear the flame of the Angel, the myrrh-bearers stood in awe 
with trembling, and they said: Was He stolen perchance, Who opened Paradise to the thief? Hath He risen per-

chance, Who even before the Passion proclaimed His Arising? Truly Christ God is risen, granting life and resurrection 
to those in hades.  
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

n invincible wall art thou for us Christians, O Virgin Theotokos; for we who flee unto thee for refuge remain 
unwounded. And when again we sin, we cry to thee: Rejoice, O Full of Grace, the Lord is with thee.  

 

AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

from the Pentecostarion, at Vespers 
 

hat man who, being tossed in the tempest, fleeth to this haven and is not saved from harm? Or who in sorrow 
and pain doth fall down before this Physician and is not fully healed? O Thou Creator of all things, O Thou 

Who healest the ailing: O Lord, before I perish utterly, do Thou save me.  
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

hou didst annul the sentence of the tree of disobedience, O Saviour, by being nailed willingly to the Tree of the 
Cross. And by descending into hades, O Mighty One, as God Thou didst rend asunder the bonds of Death. 

Wherefore, we worship Thy Resurrection from the dead, while crying out in gladness: O Almighty Lord, glory be to 
Thee.  
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

he Lord Creator of all things and the Provider of Life, He Who with God the Father is the Word co-eternal, 
willingly incarnate of a Virgin most pure, and becoming a man in truth, hath poured out doctrines of wisdom 

ineffable on all men since He is good to all.  
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GREGORY OF NYSSA 
Bishop 
†c.395 

from ‘Against Eunomius’, Book III: on the incomprehensibility of the divine Essence 
 

F ANYONE SHOULD ASK for some interpretation, or description, or explanation of the divine Essence, we would 
not deny that we are uneducated in this kind of wisdom. But we acknowledge this: It is not possible that that which 

is, by nature, infinite should be comprehended in any way that is expressed by words. The fact that the divine Great-
ness has no limit is proclaimed by prophecy, which declares expressly that there is no limit to His splendor, His glory, 
and His holiness; and if His surroundings have no limit, much more is He Himself, in His Essence, comprehended 
by no limitation in any way. If, therefore, interpretation by way of words and names implies some sort of compre-
hension of the subject, and if that which is limitless cannot be comprehended, then no one can reasonably blame us 
for our ignorance, if we are not bold as regards such a topic as this, which no one should venture upon. For by what 
name can I describe the incomprehensible? By what speech can I declare the unspeakable? Accordingly, since the 
Deity is too excellent and lofty to be expressed in words, we have learned to honor in silence that which transcends 
speech and thought. If a person who thinks more highly than he ought to think (cf. Romans 12:3) tramples upon this cautious 
speech of ours, making a jest of our ignorance of things incomprehensible, and brings forward, in order to reproach 
our ignorance, that phrase which is continually alleged by the disciples of deceit: ‘You worship what you do not know, 
if you do not know the essence of that which you worship’, then we shall follow the advice of the prophet, and not 
fear the reproach of fools, nor be led by their reviling to talk boldly of things unspeakable; we shall take that unprac-
ticed speaker, Paul, as our teacher in the mysteries that transcend knowledge. For, he is so far removed from thinking 
that the divine Nature is within the reach of human perception, that he calls even the judgments of God unsearchable 
and His ways past finding out, (cf. Romans 11:33) and he affirms that the things promised to those who love the Deity are 
above comprehension, so that it is not possible to behold them with the eye, nor to receive them by hearing, nor to 
contain them in the heart. Learning this, therefore, from Paul, we boldly declare that not only are the judgments of 
God too high for those who try to search them out, but also that the ways that lead to the knowledge of Him are un-
trodden and impassable. For this is what we understand that the Apostle wishes to signify when he says that the ways 
that lead to the incomprehensible are past finding out, showing by this phrase that such knowledge is unattainable by 
human calculations, and that no one has ever set his understanding on such a path of reasoning or showed any trace 
or sign of an approach, by way of perception, to the things that are incomprehensible. 
 

Learning these things, then, from the lofty words of the Apostle, we argue, by the passage quoted, in this way: If His 
judgments cannot be searched out, and His ways are not traced, and the promise of His good things transcends every 
representation that our conjectures can frame, by how much more is His actual Godhead higher and loftier–in terms 
of being unspeakable and unapproachable–than those attributes which are conceived as accompanying it, of which 
the divinely instructed Paul declares that there is no knowledge. And in this way, we confirm in ourselves the doctrine 
which those disciples of deceit deride, confessing ourselves inferior as regards knowledge of those things which are 
beyond the range of knowledge, and declare that we really do worship what we know. For, we do know the loftiness 
of the glory of Him Whom we worship, by the very fact that we are not able, by reasoning, to comprehend in our 
thoughts the incomparable character of His greatness; and the saying of our Lord to the Samaritan woman–You worship 
what you do not know, which is brought forward against us by our enemies–might more properly be addressed to them! 
For the words, You worship what you do not know, the Lord speaks to the Samaritan woman, biased as she was by corpor-
eal ideas in her opinions concerning God; and to her the phrase well applies, because the Samaritans, thinking that 
they worship God and at the same time supposing the Deity to be corporeally settled in place, adore Him in name 
only, worshipping something else, and not God. For nothing is divine that is conceived as being circumscribed; rather, 
the Godhead is in all places, and pervades all things, and is not limited by anything. Therefore, those who fight against 
Christ find the Scripture passage that they cite against us turned into an accusation of themselves! For, the Samaritans, 
supposing the Deity to be encompassed by some circumscription of place, were rebuked by the words they heard: 
You worship what you do not know. And their worship is profitless, for a God that is deemed to be settled in any place is 
no God. Therefore, one might well say to our enemies, the new Samaritans: In supposing the Deity to be limited by 
the absence of generation–that is, by some local limit–You worship what you do not know, doing service to Him as God, 
but not knowing that the infinity of God exceeds all the significance and comprehension that names can furnish. 
Amen. 
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