
SATURDAY OF MYRRH-BEARERS WEEK 
May 9, 2020 • Twenty-first day of Paschaltide 

 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

Canticle 
 

hrist revealed Himself as a man when He was born from the Virgin’s womb; as a mortal, He was called the Lamb. 
As One not tasting corruption, our Pascha is blameless; and as true God, He is proclaimed perfect. 

 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death,  
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. 

 
 

 
AT MORNING PRAYER 

 

from the Pentecostarion, at Orthros 
 

very breath and all creation glorifieth Thee, O Lord; for by the Cross didst Thou abolish Death, that Thou 
mightiest show forth unto the peoples Thy Resurrection from the dead, since Thou alone art the Friend of man. 

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

he choir of Thy disciples, together with the myrrh-bearing women, rejoice with one accord; for they celebrate a 
common feast with them, unto the glory and honour of Thy Resurrection; and through them we cry to Thee: O 

man-befriending Lord, grant mercy unto Thy people. 
 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

efore Thy conception, O Lord, an Angel brought greeting, Rejoice! to her that is full of grace; and, at Thy 
Resurrection, an Angel rolled away the stone of Thy glorious tomb. The one, instead of sorrow, announced the 

tokens of gladness. The other, instead of death, proclaimed the life-giving Master unto us. Wherefore, we cry unto 
Thee: O Benefactor of all, Lord, glory be to Thee. 

 
 

 
 

IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH 
Bishop & Hieromartyr 

†107 
~ from his epistle to the Church at Magnesia ~ 

 

GNATIUS, to the Church blessed in the grace of God the Father and in Jesus Christ our Savior, in Whom I salute 
the Church which is at Magnesia, and wish it abundance of blessedness in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ. 

 

Having been informed of your godly love, so well-ordered, I rejoiced greatly, and determined to commune with you 
in the faith of Jesus Christ. For as one who has been thought worthy of the most honorable of all names, in those 
bonds which I bear about, I commend the Churches, in which I pray for a union both of the flesh and spirit of Jesus 
Christ, the constant Source of our life, and of faith and love, to which nothing is to be preferred, but especially of 
Jesus and the Father, in Whom, if we endure all the assaults of the prince of this world and escape them, we shall 
attain to God. 
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It is fitting that you should obey your bishop in honor of Him Who has willed us so to do, since he who does not do 
so does not deceive, by such conduct, the bishop that is visible, but rather seeks to mock Him Who is invisible. And 
all such conduct has reference not to man, but to God, Who knows all secrets. 
 

It is fitting, then, not only to be called Christians, but to be a Christian in reality: some, indeed, give a man the title of 
‘bishop’, but do all things apart from him. Now, such persons seem to me to be not possessed of a good conscience, 
seeing as they are not steadfastly gathered together according to the commandment. 
 

Understanding, then, that all things have a consequence, two things are simultaneously set before us: death and life; 
and every person will go to his own place. For as there are two kinds of coinages–one of God, and the other of the 
world–and as each of these has its special character stamped upon it, so is it also here. Those who do not believe have 
the stamp of this world; but those who believe have, by love, the stamp of God the Father through Jesus Christ. If 
we are not prepared to die in relation to His Passion, His life is not in us. 
 

Since, therefore, I have beheld–through your bishop Damas, your presbyters, and your diaconate–your whole congre-
gation in faith and love, I exhort you to study so that you may do all things with a divine harmony, while your bishop 
presides in the place of God, and your presbyters in the place of the assembly of the Apostles, along with your 
deacons, who are most dear to me, and are entrusted with the ministry of Jesus Christ, Who was with the Father 
before the beginning of time, and in the end was revealed. Do you all, then, imitating the same divine conduct, pay 
respect to one another, and let no one look upon his neighbor merely from a human point of view, (cf. 2 Corinthians 5:16) 
but, rather, continually love each other in Jesus Christ. Let nothing exist among you that may divide you; but be united 
with your bishop, and those who preside over you, as an example and evidence of your immortality. 
 

As, therefore, the Lord did nothing apart from the Father–either by Himself or through the Apostles–since He was 
united with Him, so neither should you do anything without the bishop and presbyters. Do not endeavor to make 
anything appear reasonable and proper by yourselves; but, coming together in one place, let there be one prayer, one 
supplication, one mind, and one hope, in love and in undefiled joy. There is one Jesus Christ: nothing is more excellent 
than Him. Do you all, therefore, run the race together as to one temple of God, as to one altar, and as to one Jesus 
Christ, Who proceeded from one Father, and is with the One and has gone to the One. 
 

Do not be deceived by strange doctrines or old myths, which are useless. For, if we still live according to the Jewish 
law, we are acknowledging that we have not received grace. For, the most divine Prophets lived according to Christ 
Jesus. On this account also they were persecuted, being inspired by His grace to fully convince the unbelieving that 
there is one God, Who has manifested Himself through Jesus Christ His Son, Who is His eternal Word, which 
proceeded from silence and who in all things pleased Him Who sent Him. 
 

If, therefore, those who were brought up in the ancient order of things have come to possess a new hope–no longer 
observing the Sabbath but living in the observance of the Lord’s Day in which our life has sprung up again by Him 
and by His death (whom some deny), that death being a mystery through which we have obtained faith and therefore 
endure, that we may be found to be disciples of Jesus Christ, our only Master–how shall we be able to live apart from 
Him of Whom the Prophets themselves were disciples in the Spirit, Him Whom they awaited as their Teacher? And 
therefore, when He Whom they rightly waited for came, He raised them from the dead. 
 

Let us not, therefore, be insensible to His kindness. For were He to reward us according to our works, we should 
cease to exist. Therefore, having become His disciples, let us learn to live according to the principles of Christianity. 
For whosoever is called by any other name besides this, is not of God. Lay aside, therefore, the evil and the old and 
the sour leaven, and be changed into the new leaven, which is Jesus Christ. Be salted with Him, lest anyone among 
you should be corrupted, since by your aroma you shall be tested. It is absurd to profess Christ Jesus and yet practice 
Judaism. For Christianity did not embrace Judaism, but rather Judaism embraced Christianity, so that every tongue 
which believes might be gathered together in God. 
 

These things I address to you, my beloved, not that I know any of you to be in such a state, but because, as I am less 
than any of you, I desire to guard you beforehand, that you do not fall into the snares of vain doctrine, but that you 
attain to full assurance as regards the Birth and Passion and Resurrection which took place during the time of the 
government of Pontius Pilate, being truly and certainly accomplished by Jesus Christ, Who is our hope, from which 
may none of you ever be turned aside. 
 



May I have joy from you in all respects, if indeed I am worthy! For though I am bound, I am not worthy to be 
compared to any of you who are at liberty. I know that you are not puffed up, for you have Jesus Christ within you. 
And furthermore, when I commend you, I know that you feel modesty of spirit; as it is written: A righteous person is his 
own accuser. (Proverbs 18:17 LXX) 
 

Therefore, be eager to be established in the doctrines of the Lord and the Apostles, so that in all things whatsoever you 
may do, you shall prosper, (Psalm 1:3) both in flesh and spirit, in faith and love, in the Son and in the Father and in the 
Spirit, at the beginning and at the end, with your most admirable bishop and with that worthily woven spiritual crown, 
your presbyters, and with the deacons who are according to God. Be subject to the bishop and to one another–as 
Jesus Christ incarnate was subject to the Father, and as the Apostles were subject to Christ and to the Father and to 
the Spirit–so that there may be a union of both flesh and spirit. 
 

Knowing, as I do, that you are full of God, I have but briefly exhorted you. Be mindful of me in your prayers, that I 
may attain to God; and be mindful of the Church in Syria, from which I am not worthy to derive my name. For I 
stand in need of your united prayer in God, and your love, that the Church which is in Syria may be deemed worthy 
of being refreshed by your Church. 
 

The Ephesians salute you from Smyrna, from which I write to you. They are here for the glory of God, as you also 
are, you who have refreshed me in all things, along with Polycarp, the bishop of Smyrna. The other Churches, in 
honor of Jesus Christ, also salute you. Farewell in the harmony of God, you who have obtained the inseparable Spirit, 
Who is Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 


