
TUESDAY OF MYRRH-BEARERS WEEK 
May 5, 2020 • Seventeenth day of Paschaltide 

 
 

CHRIST IS RISEN! 
 

Canticle 
 

 sacred Pascha hath been shown forth for us today, a new and holy Pascha, a mystic Pascha, an all-venerable 
Pascha, a Pascha that is Christ the Redeemer, a spotless Pascha, a great Pascha, a Pascha of the faithful, a Pascha 

that hath opened unto us the gates of Paradise, a Pascha that doth hallow all the faithful. 
 

Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down Death by death,  
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life. 

 
 

 
AT MORNING PRAYER 

 

from the Pentecostarion, at Orthros 
 

ithout leaving empty the Father’s immaculate bosom in the highest, Thou didst accept burial and Resurrection 
in behalf of all. O Lord, glory be to Thee. 

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

verlook mine iniquities, O Lord, Who wast born of a Virgin, and purify my heart, making it a temple of Thy 
Holy Spirit. Cast me not away from Thy presence in contempt, O Thou Who hast immeasurably great mercy. 

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

he women came with fear unto the sepulchre, as they hastened to anoint Thy Body with sweet-smelling spices. 
And not finding It, they were at a loss among themselves, being ignorant of the Resurrection. But an Angel came 

unto them and said: Christ is risen, granting us great mercy. 
 

AT EVENING PRAYER 
 

from the Pentecostarion, at Vespers 
 

ave me, O Christ Saviour, by the power of the Cross, O Thou Who didst save Peter in the sea, and have mercy 
on me, O God.  

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

ith the Archangels let us praise the Resurrection of Christ; for He is the Redeemer and Saviour of our souls. 
And in terrible glory and sovereign power, He cometh again to judge the world which He fashioned.  

 

Glory to Thy holy Resurrection, O Lord. 
 

he myrrh-bearing women came to Thy tomb; and beholding the seals of the sepulchre, and not finding Thine 
immaculate Body, they mourned with wailing, and came with haste, saying: Who hath stolen our Hope? Who 

hath taken away a dead man, naked and anointed with myrrh, the only consolation of His Mother? Alas! how hath 
He that quickened the dead been put to death? How was He buried Who despoiled Hades? But arise, O Saviour, by 
Thine own authority after three days, as Thou didst say, and save our souls.  
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WISDOM OF THE HOLY FATHERS 
 

CYRIL OF JERUSALEM 
Archbishop 

†386 
~ from his second catechetical lecture ~ 

 

The righteousness of a righteous man shall be upon himself, and the lawlessness of a lawless man shall be upon himself.  
But if a lawless man turns from all the lawless deeds he commits, keeps all My commandments, does righteousness and shows mercy,  

he will surely live and not die. (Ezekiel 18:20-21) 
 

IN IS A FEARFUL THING, and transgression is the sorest disease of the soul, secretly cutting its sinews, and becoming 
also the cause of eternal fire: an evil of a man’s own choosing, an offspring of the will. For that we sin of our own 

free will the Prophet says plainly: I planted a fruitful vine for you, one most healthy and sweet, yet you turned it into a vine unknown 
to Me. (Jeremiah 2:21) The planting was good, the fruit coming from the will is evil; and therefore the planter is blame-
less, but the vine shall be burnt with fire since it was planted for good, and bore fruit unto evil of its own will. For 
God makes man upright, but they have sought out many schemes. (Ecclesiastes 7:29) For we are His workmanship, says the Apostle, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10) So then the 
Creator, being good, created us for good works; but the creature turned of its own free will to wickedness. Sin, then, 
is a fearful evil but not incurable: it is fearful for him who clings to it, but easy to cure for him who by repentance 
puts it from him. For, suppose that a man is holding fire in his hand; as long as he holds the live coal he is sure to be 
burned; but should he cast away the coal, he would have cast away the flame also with it. If, however, anyone thinks 
that he is not being burned when sinning, to him the Scripture says, Shall anyone bind fire in his bosom, and his garments not 
burn? (Proverbs 6:32) For sin burns the sinews of the soul, and breaks the spiritual bones of the mind, and darkens the 
light of the heart. 
 

Yet, you are not the sole author of the evil: there is another most wicked prompter, the devil. He indeed suggests but 
does not get the mastery by force over those who do not consent. Shut your door, and put him far from you, and he 
shall not hurt you. But if you indifferently admit the thought of lust, it strikes root in you by its suggestions, and en-
thralls your mind, and drags you down into a pit of evils. But perhaps you say: ‘I am a believer and lust does not gain 
the ascendant over me, even if I think upon it frequently.’ Do you not know that a root breaks even a rock by long 
persistence? Admit not the seed, since it will rend your faith asunder; tear out the evil by the root before it blossoms. 
When your eyes begin to be diseased, get them cured, lest you become blind. 
 

The devil, then, is the first author of sin, and the father of the wicked; and this is the Lord’s saying, not mine, that the 
devil sins from the beginning: none sinned before him. But he sinned, not as having received necessarily from nature 
the propensity to sin, since, if that be the case, the cause of sin is traced back again to Him that made him; but having 
been created good, he has, of his own free will, become a devil and received that name from his action. For being an 
archangel, he was afterwards called a devil from his slandering. From being a good servant of God, he has become 
rightly named Satan; for Satan is interpreted ‘the adversary’. And this is not my teaching, but that of the inspired 
prophet Ezekiel: for he takes up a lamentation over him and says, You were a seal of resemblance and crown of beauty. I set 
you in the holy mountain of God. You were blameless in your days, from the day you were created, until wrongs were found in you. (Ezekiel 
28:12, 14-15) Very rightly has he said were found in you, for they were not brought in from without, but you yourself 
begot the evil. The cause also he mentions immediately: Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty. Because of the multitude 
of your sins, I cast you to the ground. (Ezekiel 28:17) In agreement with this, the Lord says again in the Gospels: I saw Satan 
fall like lightning from heaven. (Luke 10:18) You see the harmony of the Old Testament with the New. He, when cast out, 
drew many away with him. It is he that puts lusts into them that listen to him: from him come adultery, fornication, 
and every kind of evil. Through him our forefather Adam was cast out for disobedience, and exchanged a Paradise 
bringing forth wondrous fruits of its own accord for the ground which brings forth thorns. 
 

What then? Some will say: ‘We have been beguiled and are lost. Is there then no salvation left? We have fallen: Is it 
not possible to rise again? We have been blinded: May we not recover our sight? We have become crippled: Can we 
never walk upright? In a word, we are dead: May we not rise again?’ He that woke Lazarus who was four days dead 
and already stank, shall He not much more easily raise you who are alive? He Who shed His precious blood for us 
shall Himself deliver us from sin. Let us not despair of ourselves, brethren; let us not abandon ourselves to a hopeless 
condition. For it is a fearful thing not to believe in a hope of repentance. For he that looks not for salvation spares 
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not to add evil to evil; but to him that hopes for cure, it is henceforth easy to be careful over himself. The robber who 
looks not for pardon grows desperate; but, if he hopes for forgiveness, he often comes to repentance. Thorny ground, 
if cultivated well, is turned into fruitful ground. Is salvation to us irrecoverable? No! Rather, our nature admits of 
salvation, but the will also is required. 
 

God is loving to man, and loving in no small measure. Do not say: ‘I have committed fornication and adultery; I have 
done dreadful things, and not once only, but often. Will He forgive? Will He grant pardon?’ Hear what the Psalmist 
says: How great is the multitude of Thy goodness, O Lord! (Psalm 30:19) Your accumulated offenses surpass not the multitude 
of God’s mercies; your wounds surpass not the great Physician’s skill. Only give yourself up in faith: tell the Physician 
your ailment. Say, like David: I said, I will confess mine iniquities before the Lord; and the same shall be done in your case, 
which he says immediately: and Thou forgavest the ungodliness of my heart. (Psalm 31:5) 
 

Consider what befell Ananias and his companions. What streams did they pour out? How many vessels of water could 
quench the flame that rose up forty-nine cubits high? No, but where the flame mounted up a little too high, faith was 
poured out as a river, and the three youths spoke the spell against all ills: Righteous art Thou, O Lord, in all the things that 
Thou hast done to us: for we have sinned, and transgressed Thy law. And their repentance quelled the flames. If you believe not 
that repentance is able to quench the fire of hell, learn it from what happened in regard to Ananias. 
 

Having therefore, brethren, many examples of those who have sinned and repented and been saved, do ye also heartily 
make confession unto the Lord, that you may both receive the forgiveness of your former sins, and be counted worthy 
of the heavenly gift, and inherit the heavenly kingdom with all the Saints in Christ Jesus; to Whom is the glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 

CLEMENT OF ROME 
Pope & Hieromartyr 

†99 
~ from his epistle to the Corinthians ~ 

 

ET US CONSIDER, beloved, how the Lord continually proves to us that there shall be a future resurrection, of 
which He has rendered the Lord Jesus Christ the first-fruits by raising Him from the dead. Let us contemplate, 

beloved, the resurrection which is at all times taking place. Day and night declare to us a resurrection. The night sinks 
to sleep, and the day arises; the day again departs, and the night comes on. Let us behold the fruits of the earth, how 
the sowing of grain takes place. The sower goes forth, and casts the grain into the ground; and the seed being thus 
scattered, though dry and naked when it fell upon the earth, is gradually dissolved. Then out of its dissolution the 
mighty power of the providence of the Lord raises it up again, and from one seed many arise and bring forth fruit. 
 

Having then this hope, let our souls be bound to Him Who is faithful in His promises, and just in His judgments. He 
Who has commanded us not to lie, shall much more Himself not lie; for nothing is impossible with God, except to 
lie. (Cf. Hebrews 6:18 & Titus 1:2) Let our faith in Him be stirred up again within us, and let us consider that all things 
are close to Him. By the word of His might He established all things, and by His word He can overthrow them. Who 
shall say unto Him, ‘What hast Thou done?’ or, ‘Who can oppose the might of Thine arm?’ (Wisdom of Solomon 12:12 & 11:21) 
When and as He pleases, He will do all things, and none of the things determined by Him shall pass away. (Cf. Matthew 
24:35) All things are open before Him, and nothing can be hidden from His counsel. The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament proclaimeth the work of His hands. Day unto day poureth forth speech, and night unto night proclaimeth knowledge. 
There are no tongues or words in which their voices are not heard. (Psalm 18:13) 
 

Since then all things are seen and heard by God, let us fear Him, and forsake those wicked works which proceed from 
evil desires; so that, through His mercy, we may be protected from the judgments to come. For where can any of us 
flee from His mighty hand? Or what world will receive any of those who run away from Him? For the Scripture says, 
Whither shall I go from Thy Spirit, and from Thy presence whither shall I flee? If I go up into heaven, Thou art there; if I go down into 
hades, Thou art there. If I make mine abode in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there shall Thy hand guide me. (Psalm 138:6-8) 
Where, then, shall any one go, or where shall he escape from Him Who comprehends all things? 
 

Let us, then, draw near to Him with holiness of spirit, lifting up pure and undefiled hands unto Him, loving our grac-
ious and merciful Father, Who has made us partakers in the blessings of His elect. Seeing, therefore, that we are the 
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portion of the Holy One, let us do all those things which pertain to holiness, avoiding all evil-speaking, all abominable 
and impure embraces, together with all drunkenness; let us not seek abominable lusts, detestable adultery, and detest-
able pride. For God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble. (Proverbs 3:34, James 4:6, & 1 Peter 5:5) Let us cleave, 
then, to those to whom grace has been given by God. Let us clothe ourselves with concord and humility, ever exer-
cising self-control, standing far off from all whispering and evil-speaking, being justified by our works, and not our 
words. For Scripture says, He that speaks much, should also hear on the other side; or does the fluent speaker think himself to be 
righteous? Be not a speaker of many words. (Job 11:2-3) Let our praise be in God, and not of ourselves; for God despises 
those that commend themselves. Let testimony to our good deeds be borne by others, as it was in the case of our 
righteous forefathers. Boldness, and arrogance, and audacity belong to those that are accursed of God; but moder-
ation, humility, and meekness belong to those who are blessed by Him. 
 

What shall we do, then, brethren? Shall we become slothful in well-doing, and cease from the practice of love? God 
forbid that any such course should be followed by us! But rather let us hasten with all energy and readiness of mind 
to perform every good work. For the Creator and Lord of all Himself rejoices in His works. For by His infinitely great 
power He established the heavens, and by His incomprehensible wisdom He adorned them. He also divided the earth 
from the water which surrounds it, and fixed it upon the immoveable foundation of His own will. Above all, with His 
holy and undefiled hands He formed man, the most excellent of His creatures—the express likeness of His own 
Image. Therefore, let us without delay accede to His will, and let us work the work of righteousness with our whole 
strength. 
 

How blessed and wonderful, beloved, are the gifts of God! Life in immortality, splendor in righteousness, truth in 
perfect confidence, faith in assurance, self-control in holiness! And all these fall under the cognizance of our under-
standings now; what then shall those things be which are prepared for those who wait for Him? The Creator and 
Father of all, the Most Holy, alone knows their amount and their beauty. Let us therefore earnestly strive to be found 
in the number of those who wait for Him, in order that we may share in His promised gifts. But how, beloved, shall 
this be done? By fixing out understanding towards God, by faith, and by earnestly seeking the things which are pleasing 
and acceptable to Him; doing the things which are in harmony with His blameless will; and following the way of truth, 
casting away from us all unrighteousness and iniquity. 
 

We, being called by His will in Christ Jesus, are not justified by ourselves, nor by our own wisdom, or understanding, 
or godliness, or works which we have wrought in holiness of heart; but by that faith through which, from the begin-
ning, Almighty God has justified all men; to Whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

[Last year, we offered several excerpts from St. Clement’s epistle to the Corinthians in the Vespers and Orthros bulletins. This excerpt 
is offered again for the edification of the wider parish community.] 

 
 


